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[Front of Letter 601] 
Anderson, Saml. H., Balt. May 23/75 
May 24/75 


Wishes to know which days are the Free days. 

[Letter 601] 

[Back of United States Postal Card] 

If it is not too much trouble will you please be kind enough to inform me upon what days 


admission to the Art Gallery is free, and oblige - 


Yours Very Respectfully 
Saml H. Anderson, Corner of Pine + Saratoga Sts Baltimore 


[Front of United States Postal Card] 
To the Officer in charge of the Corcoran Art Gallery, Washington, D.C. 


[Front of Letter 602] 
Cases, Reproductions 
Bill of Lading of three cases of Reproductions per Steamer Leipzig. 


[Letter 602] 


[Enclosed Bill of Lading from Baltimore, North German Lloyd] 


[Front of Letter 603] 

Walters W.T., Balt. May 25/75 

May 26/75, 26/75 

Asks for certain photographs. The vessel has arrived with the Casts. Wishes the amt paid on 
them. Will send the Italian over. 


[Letter 603] 
Balto 25th May 
Dr Barberin 
Dear Sir, 


Will you please send me tomorrow by Express 3 copies each of the large Photographs from the 
six [pictures ?] [Hart?] [Leroux?] (vestal) Boughton [Schreyer?] - [Prion?] + Elliott (Mr. Corcoran) 
- if you have not 3 of each ready send what you have - | want to send them to Europe where | 
think they will do us good- send also one set of the small ones sent me (stereotypes) - | am 
anxious they should be sent tomorrow. 


The vessel has arrived with the Casts from Rome - please send me the amount of charges paid 
tomorrow as they require it at the Custom House - the vessel will not discharge so that you will 
receive them before some time next week - When they do so | will attend to sending the Italian 
over - 


Your friend 
WT. Walters 


[Front of Letter 604] 

Reid, Wm J., Springhurst, Hunts Point, Morrisania N.Y., May 24, 1875 
May 27/75 

With regard to the picture of the late Capt Reid by Jarvis. Price $1200. 


[Letter 604 contains three letters and two enclosures. Documents are transcribed in the order 
that they were scanned.] 


[Enclosure 1 for Letter 604 - Collection of Sundry Publications, and Other Documents, in relation 
to the attack made during the late war upon the private armed brig General Armstrong of New 
York, Commanded by S.C. Reid, on the night of the 26th of September, 1814, at the Island of 
Fayal, by his Britannic Majesty’s ships plantagenet seventy-four, Rota Frigate, and Carnation 
Sloop of War.] 


[Enclosure 2 for Letter 604 - History of the design of the present flag of the United States.] 


[Letter 604 #1] 

Springhurst, Hunts Point Road Morrisania, New York, June 1st 1875 
George W. Riggs Esq., Washington D.C. 

Dear Sir, 


| beg to own receipt of your favor of 27th [UIt?]. Considering the painting simply as a work of 
Art, perhaps the price named is high, but paintings by Jarvis are now rare, and he was most 
undoubtedly a first class Artist. As | should still prefer to have the portrait in the “Corcoran 
Gallery of Art’, | would be pleased to have the ideas of the purchasing Committee of the Gallery, 
as to what they think would be about a fair price for a first class painting by Jarvis, canvass 36 
in. by 50 in, done in his best style, with the understanding, that any time before my death, | am 
to have the privilege of presenting the picture to the Gallery by returning the purchase money. 


Your obedient Servant 
Wm Johnson Reid 


[Letter 604 #2] 

Springhurst, Hunts Point Road, Morrisania, New York, May 24th 1875 

W.W. Corcoran Esq., Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir, 

| beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of 20th inst., in which you state you have handed 
to Mr. Riggs of the committee having the matter of purchases in charge for the “Corcoran 
Gallery of Art’, my previous letter touching the sale of the portrait of the late Captain Reid, 
usually known here as the “Armstrong” portrait, in contra-disinction to a portrait also painted by 
Jarvis for my father, in plain or citizen’s clothes; and as you also state that Mr. Riggs would like 
to be advised of the price of the picture, | have written that gentleman a letter on the subject, 
taking the liberty of herewith enclosing the same to you, unsealed, for your perusal, which 


please have forwarded to him, and oblige 


Respectfully Your Obedient Servant 
Wm Johnson Reid 


[Letter 604 #3] 


“Springhurst’, May 24th 1875 


Dear Sir, 


Mr. W.W. Corcoran having informed me that he has handed to you a letter from me touching the 
sale of the portrait of the late Capt. Saml Chester Reid of New York, who commanded the 
“General Armstrong” during her engagement with the English at Fayal in 1814, | beg to wait 
upon you with the following remarks - The picture was painted by Jarvis some fifty or sixty years 
ago + is the second one done by him, the other one representing the late Captain (my father) in 
citizens clothes. Having no sons of my own to leave the portrait to, and not caring about is 
going into some other family, | have decided after mature reflection to dispose of it to some Art 
Gallery of Hlstorical Society - The painting is 36 inches wide by 50 inches long, painted by the 
elder Jarvis, is a capital likeness and in most excellent order + condition, McDermott having 
[relined?] and cleaned it for me some eight or ten years ago. 


Now it strikes me that such a portrait of the “Hero of Fayal’, the “Designer of the present Flag of 
this Country” and inventor of the first practical telegraph ever put up in this Country, which was 
set up between the N.Y. Merchants Exchange and Sandy Hook, + which was in constant 
operation many years even after the “Morse” telegraph was invented, (the writer having had the 
gratification many times while a clerk with the late house of Spofford Tileston + Co., to use the 
telegraph + its operators to communicate with the ships of said house), could have no fitter 
owner than the “Corcoran Gallery of Art’, and | therefore offer it to you. The price will be to you 
$1200., (a considerable less amount than the present cost of the painting), although | could 
readily obtain $2000. for it, for a private gallery here, but that | object to. | forward to you by this 
mail two pamphlets which may be interesting to you as showing Capt Reid’s record as regards 
“The Flag” and the “Genl Armstrong”. 


As | expect to sail early next month for London, and would like to settle this matter before | 
leave, by letting me hear from you soon, you will much oblige 


Yours very respectfully 
Wm Johnson Reid, “Springhurst’, Hunt’s Point Road, Morrisania, N.Y. 


To Mr. Riggs of the purchasing Committee of The Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. 
[Front of Letter 605] 

Walters W.T., Balt May 28/75 

May 29/75, 29/75 

Has recvd the photographs, will advise when the Cast’s are to be sent from Balt. 

[Letter 605] 


Balto 28th May 75 


Dr Barbarin 


Dear Sir 
| recvd the photographs and am much obliged - The vessel with Cast has not yet begun to 


discharge - She has an assorted Italian cargo on board - will advise you as you request a day in 
advance, 


Your friend 


WT. Walters 


[Front of Letter 606] 

Limeburner, Mrs. C.T., May 31, 1875 

May 31/75, June 3/75 

Enclosing a Catalogue. Notes on the principal pictures in the Royal Academy. 
[Letter 606] 

May 31st 1875 

Mr. Macleod 


Dear Sir, 


Accompanying please find the Catalogue you expressed a wish to see again and beg that you 
will forgive the delay, which was unavoidable. 


My brother, Howard Helmick has two pictures in the R. A. Exhibition this spring, and all accounts 
are very favorable. My notices of his pictures that may appear, | shall take a pride in sending 
you. 


Very respectfully 
Mrs. C.T. Limeburner, 923 9th St., N.W., Washington 


[Front of Letter 607] 

Maury Wm A., Richmond May 25/75 

[Ansd June 4/74?] 

Portrait of John Randolph of Roanoke by Harding. for sale price $500 


[Letter 607] 


Richmond 25th May 1875 


My dear Sir: 


This is an original portrait of John Randolph of Roanoke, by Harding, or Harden, for sale in this 
City, which, | think, ought to decorate the Walls of the Corcoran Art Gallery, inasmuch, as the 
scarcity of money down here makes it extremely improbable the picture will find a purchaser in 
this State - 


The picture is mentioning as a work of art, excellent | who am no judge, think, + excellent in the 
Opinions of others who are judges; and my friend Mr. Thomas T. Giles, a son of the late 
Governor Wm B. Giles, and now a very old man, assured me that the likeness is excellent, Mr. 
Giles frequently saw W. Randolph and has a distinct recollection of him. 


The picture is the property of Mr. Robert Barksdale of Amelia County and was painted for his 
father, Mr. W.J. Barksdale of Clay Hill, who was an intimate friend of Mr. Randolph’s. The 
picture is in this City at the residence of Colonel Archie Anderson, a son of General Joseph R. 
Anderson. The high character and social position of the parties in whose hands these pictures 
have alway been, make the history they give of it perfectly authentic and reliable. The size of 
the picture is the usual size of portraits - Mr. Barksdale would not sell the picture but for a 
pecuniary [strep?], and the price he asks for it is $500. 


Show this letter to Mr. Corcoran. | am sure the portrait of no public man of this Country would 
give more attraction to the Art Gallery than a good portrait of John Randolph about whom 
people will always [envision?]. | can send you a more particular account of the picture if you 
desire it. 


Truly yours 


Wm A. Maury 


[Front of Letter 608] 

Culbertson Eliza, Richmond, Wayne Co. Ind., June 3.1875 

June 7/75 

With regard to the purchase of a picture mentioned in a former letter. 
Purchase declined June 12/75 

[Letter 608 consists of two letters] 

[Letter 608 #1] 

Richmond, Wayne County, Indiana 


A Hyde Esq 


Dear Sir, 


Your letter of 2nd inst, is at hand & | thank you very much for the suggestion & wish you would 
hand my “letter to the Trustees”, if you think it will avail anything. 


The picture | am sure has all the merits | [char?] for it. And the purchase of it will be of [rich?] 
service to the owner, that | shall feel myself indebted to you & if | can render you in service at 
anytime | shall be gratified to do so. 


Mr. Corcoran is a Philanthropist & | did not hesitate to state the circumstances of the case to 
him [borrowing?] his consideration for [humanity?]. & as his agent you must be a man of 
considerable importance. | have confidence that you will do the best you can to promote the 
object desired. | sent references in a former letter. 


Our Governor T.A. Hendricks is in the South and may meet Mr. Corcoran. He was one | referred 
to. 


Yours Respectfully, 
Eliza Culbertson 
[illegible] June 3rd/75 


[Letter 608 #2] 

Richmond, Wayne County, Indiana 

Hon’ble W.W. Corcoran 

Dear Sir. 

| wrote you some weeks since regarding the picture (a fine oil painting by Wilson, an Old 
English Master) which | hoped you would purchase for the benefit of a Lady whose property it is. 
| am sure the application never reached you or you would have replied to it. 

| trust this will be more fortunate and that you will allow me to send the picture to you for 
inspection and approval. It would be an [ornament?] to the Art Gallery which you have so 
generously given the City of Washington. 

[And?] but for your wealth and indiscretion to do good it would appear to be in [illegible] position 
to apply to you. Should you decide in favor of purchasing, | assure you the act will be 
appreciated. And a blessing attend you, for the great good you will have done a fellow creature. 
| take all responsibility & will pay express charges if on seeing the picture you don’t approve. So 


please drop me a line for my charge whose needs are pressing is more [anxious?] that you can 
[illegible] to obtain a little money for absolutely at the present time she is without [means?]. And 


a well bred and educated gentle-woman, circumstances under which we have no control 
sometimes brings about strange positions. 
[Excuse?] the liberty | take in writing to you and satisfy yourself of [my?] truth & sincerity. 


Yours Respectfully 
Mrs [Dr?] Culbertson 


[Front of Letter 609] 

Perkins Chas. C., Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Mass., June 4, 1875 
June 7, 1875 

Ackg receipt of Photographs. 

[Letter 609] 

[Letterhead of Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Mass] 

2 Walnut St., June 7th, 1875 

Wm MacLeod Esq 


Dear Sir, 


| desire in behalf of the Trustees of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, to [express?] their 
[indebtedness?] to the Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art for the second set of photographs 
from pictures etc. in the Gallery which you [likely?] forwarded to the Museum. 


Your letter [illegible] reached me yesterday, [or?] it would have been [more?] speedily 
acknowledged. 


Yours respectfully 
Charles C. Perkins 


[Front of Letter 610] 

Stark, Joshua, Wisconsin Art Association, Milwaukee, Wis., May 31, 1875 
June 3/75 

Ackg receipt of Photographs. 

[Letter 610] 


[Letterhead of The Wisconsin Art Association, Milwaukee] 


May 31 1875 


Mr Wm MacLeod, Curator of Corcoran Art Gallery 
Dear Sir, 


Your letter to [Mr. Giand?] Esq. of this City advising of the donation by the Trustees of the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art to the Art Association organized in this City, of a set of photographs “of 
its Chief Art-objects, view of its exterior and its various galleries, and a photograph of its 
founder”, was duly recd, and we have also recd the photographs referred to. 


In making this acknowledgement in behalf of our association, | am instructed to [illegible] 
[illegible] special obligation we feel for this early recognition of the efforts that are making to 
establish a gallery of art here that shall be permanent. 


The gift is most acceptable for the excellence + beauty of the photographs, and of the art 
objects they represent, but doubly so for the encouragement it has given me cherishing the 
hope that we may at some time be able to reciprocate your kindness, | remain, on behalf of the 
Wisconsin Art Association, of Milwaukee, 


Yours Respectfully, 
Joshua Stark, President 


[Front of Letter 61074] 

Purdy, Samuel, San Francisco Art: Assn., May 19, 1875 
May 26/75 

Ackg recpt of Photographs 


[Letter 610%] 


[Letterhead of San Francisco Art Association, P.O. Box 2270, Rooms, 313 Pine Street, San 
Francisco] 


May 19th 1875 

Wm. MacLeod Esq, Curator, Corcoran Gallery of Art 

Dear Sir, 

| am requested by the Board of Directors of the San Francisco Art Association to acknowledge 
the receipt of a set of Photographs, of recent paintings, of the Corcoran Gallery of Art; and to 


thank you for the valuable gift, particularly, for the Photo of the Founder and Donor of the 
Gallery. 


| have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
Samuel Purdy, [Sec?] [illegible] 
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